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Push to reopen schools could leave out millions of students

By GEOFF MULVIHILL, ADRI- teachers unions are stand- s 'ﬂ
AN SAINZ and MICHAEL ing in the way of bringing ]

KUNZELMAN back students. The unions -

Associated Press insist they are acting to pro- —_— = - |

President Joe Biden says he tect teachers and students

wants most schools serv- and their families. ¥

ing kindergarten through In a call Thursday evening
eighth grade to reopen by with teachers unions, Dr.
late April, but even if that  Anthony Fauci, the federal
happens, it is likely to leave government’s top infec-
out millions of students, tious disease expert, said
many of them minorities in  the reopening of K-8 class-
urban areaos. rooms nationally might not
"We're going to see kids fall  be possible on Biden's time
further and further behind, frame. He cited concern
particularly low-income over new variants of the
students of color," said Sha-  virus that allow it to spread
var Jeffries, president of more quickly and may be
Democrats for Education more resistant to vaccines.
Reform. "There's potential- Biden is asking for $130 bil-
ly a generational level of lion for schools to address
harm that students have concerns by unions and
suffered from being out of school officials as part of a

school for so long." broader coronavirus relief - |

Like some other officials package thaf faces anun- n this Jan. 11, 2021 file photo, pre-kindergarten teacher Sarah McCarthy works with a student at
and  education advo- certain fate in Congress. Dawes Elementary in Chicago.

cates, Jeffries said powerful Continued on next page Associated Press
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Continued from Front

If his reopening goal is re-
alized, millions of students
might still have to keep
learning from home, possi-
bly for the rest of the school
year.

California was an epicen-
ter of infection in the first
part of January, and public
health officials say many of
the state's districts are in ar-
eas where transmission re-
mains too high to reopen.
But a statewide group
called Open Schools Cali-
fornia is pushing for reopen-
ing as soon as public health
standards are met.

"I think that data will bear
out that the children who
have been most disad-
vantaged are going to be
low-income children, Black
and brown children, chil-
dren with special educo-
tion, learning differences,
homeless and foster youth,"
said Megan Bacigalupi, a
mother of students in the
Oakland public schools
and one of the organizers.
It's hard to tally exactly how
many schools are open in
person now because of the
size and diffuse nature of
the nation's school system
— and because districts'
approaches change fre-
quently.

By early January, about a
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In this Oct. 6, 2020, file photo, Christine Free teaches a remote
music class during the coronavirus outbreak at the Osborn
School in Rye, N.Y.

third of students in a sam-
ple of 1,200 U.S. school dis-
tricts were in schools where
classes had been held ex-
clusively online since last
March — many of them in
cities. By last week, more
than half of students were
enrolled in schools where
in-person learning was at
least an option, according
fo Burbio, a data service
fracking  school-opening
policies.

For the first time since shut-
tering schools in March, At-
lanta began returning the
youngest and special edu-
cation students to some in-
person learning last week.
Other districts planning to
reopen by early March in-

Associated Press

clude Clark County, Ne-
vada, which includes Las
Vegas; Kansas City, Mis-
souri; Boston and the big
Ohio school systems.
Younger students in New
York City already have the
opfion to attend school in-
person. Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio said Friday that he ex-
pects middle school and
high school students back
in some capacity later this
school year.

Jeffries acknowledges that
there are reasons it's hard-
er to open schools in cit-
ies: They're more densely
populated, meaning the
virus can spread faster;
more people rely on public
fransportation, a potential

hot spot for contamination;
and more parents have
front-line jobs that could
expose them, and, in turn,
their children, to the virus.
But he said the major ob-
stacle to reopening city
schools is political. "The
teachers unions tend to be
pretty obstinately opposed
to going back to school,"
Jeffries said.

In Chicago, only prekin-
dergartners have been in
school so far. This week, the
Chicago Teachers Union
voted to teach online only
in a showdown with the
district over plans to bring
students to school starting
Feb. 1. The union has au-
thorized a strike if school
officials retaliate, but nego-
fiations are confinuing.
Claiborne Wade, 31, has
three children in the Chica-
go Public Schools system,
ages 10, 9 and 7. Wade be-
lieves the district is not quite
ready to reopen schools,
and he favors distance
learning for now.

Even so, he said minor-
ity students in large urban
districts have fewer re-
sources for online learning.
He's seen students from
more affluent schools get
a laptop and a tablet, and
even a desk, while his kids
only have a laptop to work
with. Having both a laptop
and tablet helps because
the students can see their
teacher on one screen and
follow along with instruc-
fion materials on another,
he said.

"It's been going on for years,
even before the pandemic
hit," he said. "We've always
been at the boftom of the
totem pole, in receiving re-
sources that we need."
Public health officials in-
creasingly say that virus
fransmissions in schools are
low, so long as measures
such as mask-wearing and
social distancing are in
place — even if teachers
and other school staff have
not received vaccinations.
On Jan. 21, Maryland Gov.
Larry Hogan, a Republican,
declared: "There is no pub-
lic health reason for school
boards to be keeping stu-
dents out of school. None."
This past week, Maryland
State Education Associa-
fion President Cheryl Bost
wrote to Hogan, saying
his statement "would be
laughable if it were not so

dangerous." She said the
coronavirus is not predict-
able and that dangers are
heightened with the spread
of new mutations. Infection
risks increase when people
gather indoors for long pe-
riods.

Randi Weingarten, presi-
dent of the American Fed-
eration of Teachers, said
it could be safe to return
to schools in the spring se-
mester with rigorous testing
programs in place and the
option for students and ed-
ucators to remain online if
they choose to.

"Teachers know how impor-
tant in-person instruction
is, but we have to make it
safe. Testing and vaccina-
fion, as well as masking and
distancing, are crucial, as
are accommodations for
educators at risk," she said
in a statement last week.
Keith Benson, president of
the Camden Education As-
sociation, which represents
teachers in a New Jersey
city with a long history of
poverty, crime and high
dropout rates, said condi-
tions are different in the city
than outside it. The schools
there plan to keep build-
ings closed until at least
April.

"What keeps someone safe
in a suburban area is not
the same thing that would
keep folks safe here," Ben-
son said, adding that while
remote learning is not ide-
al, he believes students will
be able to catch up even-
fually.

Dr. Lavanya Sithanandam,
a pediatrician who practic-
es in the Maryland suburbs
of Washingfon, said she
has seen a record number
of children and teenagers
with mental health issues
since online learning be-
gan in her area more than
10 months ago.

"Initially, many physicians,
including myself, were very
hesitant about kids return-
ing fo school," she said. "But
as the data evolved, many
of us have readlized that
school reopening is incred-
ibly important.”

Most of her patients are
children from lower-income
minority families. She said
students she sees from pri-
vate schools where classes
are being held in person
tend fo fare befter than
their public school peers in
terms of mental health.(4
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GOP lawmakers urge Biden to meet with them o

By AAMER MADHANI
WASHINGTON (AP) — Ten
Republican senatfors on

Sunday proposed spend-
ing about one-third of
what President Joe Biden
is seeking in coronavirus
aid and urged him to ne-
gotiate rather than try to
ram through his $1.9 frillion
package solely on Demo-
cratic votes.In challenging
Biden to fulfill his pledge
of unity, the group said in
a letter that their counter-
proposal will include $160
billion for vaccines, testing,
freatment and personal
protective equipment and
will call for more targeted
relief than Biden's plan fo
issue $1,400 stimulus checks
for most Americans.

Winning the support of 10
Republicans would be sig-
nificant for Biden in the 50-
50 Senate where Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris is the
tie-brecker. If all Democrats
were to back an eventual
compromise bill, the legis-
lation would reach the 60-
vote threshold necessary to
overcome potential block-
ing efforts and pass under
regular Senate procedures.
"In the spirit of bipartisan-
ship and unity, we have
developed a COVID-19
relief framework that builds
on prior COVID assistance
laws, all of which passed
with  bipartisan  support,”

|

In this Jan. 19, 2021 file photo, Sen. Rob Portman, R-Ohio, speaks to members of the media outside
a Senate Finance Committee hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington.

the Republican senators
wrote. "Our proposal re-
flects many of your stated
priorities, and with your sup-
port, we believe that this
plan could be approved
quickly by Congress with bi-
partisan support.”

The plea for Biden to give
bipartisan negotiations
more fime comes as the
president has shown signs
of impatience as the more
liberal wing of his party
considers passing the re-
lief package through a
process known as budget

reconciliation. That would
allow the bill to advance
with only the backing of his
Democratic majority.

The Republicans did not
provide many details of
their proposal. One of the
signatories, Louisiana Sen.
Bill Cassidy, said that it
would cost about $600 bil-
lion.

"If you can't find bipartisan
compromise on COVID-19,
| don't know where you can
find it," said Ohio Sen. Rob
Portman, who also signed
the letter.

Associated Press

The other GOP senators
are Susan Collins of Maine,
Lisa Murkowski of Alaska,
Mitt Romney of Utah, Shel-
ley Moore Capito of West
Virginia, Todd Young of In-
diana, Jerry Moran of Kan-
sas, Mike Rounds of South
Dakota, and Thom Tillis of
North Carolina.

Brian Deese, the top White
House economic adviser
who is leading the admin-
istration's outreach to Con-
gress, said administration
officials were reviewing the
letter. He did not immedi-

n virus relief

ately commit to a Biden
meeting with the lawmak-
ers.

But Cedric Richmond, a se-
nior Biden adviser, said the
president "is very wiling to
meet with anyone to ad-
vance the agenda." When
asked about the senators'
plan, Richmond said, "this
is about seriousness of pur-
pose."

Deese indicated the White
House could be opento ne-
gotiating on further limiting
who would receive stimu-
lus checks. Portman sug-
gested the checks should
go to individuals who make
no more than $50,000 per
year and families capped
at $100,000 per year.
Under the Biden plan,
families with incomes up
to $300,000 could receive
some stimulus money.

"That is certainly a place
that we're wiling to sit
down and think about, are
there ways to make the en-
fire package more effec-
fivee" Deese said.

As a candidate, Biden pre-
dicted his decades in the
Senate and his eight years
as Barack Obama's vice
president gave him cred-
ibility as a deal-maker and
would help him bring Re-
publicans and Democrats
to consensus on the most
important matters facing
the country.(d

Creator of 'Bernie' mittens partners

By KATHY McCORMACK
Associated Press

The teacher who created
the recycled wool mittens
that U.S. Sen. Bernie Sand-
ers wore to the presidential
inauguration — engender-
ing countless memes — is
partnering with the Ver-
mont Teddy Bear Com-
pany to create a whole
mitten line to meet soaring
demand, with some of the
proceeds going fo Make-
A-Wish Vermont.

"l can't be more thrilled,
because | personally can't
make 18,000 pairs of mit-
tens,” Jen Ellis said Satur-
day, estimating how many
people have contacted
her. "Everybody will get
their mittens — everybody."
Ellis, a Vermont elementary
school teacher who has a

side business making mit-
tfens out of recycled wool,
gave Sanders a pair as a
gift, and he wore them to
President Joe Biden's inau-
guration. His fashion look,
also featuring a winter jack-
et made by Burton Snow-
boards, sparked countless
memes prompted by the
photo taken by Agence
France-Presse: The former
presidential candidate
could be found on social
media fimelines faking a
seat on the subway, the
moon and the couch with
the cast of "Friends," among
other creative locales.

Sanders raised at least $1.8
million in merchandise for
charities stemming from the
Jan. 20 image of him seat-
ed with his arms and legs
crossed, clad in his brown

parka and the recycled
wool mittens. Sanders put
out so-called "Chairman
Sanders" merchandise, in-
cluding T-shirts, sweatshirts
and stfickers, on his cam-
paign website.

Vermont Teddy Bear, which
makes handcrafted bears
for all occasions, including
a Bernie one, reached out
to Ellis to see if she'd be in-
terested in partnering.

"Jen is going to work hand-
in-hand — miftten-in-hand
— with each one of our
designers" to ensure that
the 'Bernie mitten' design
in multiple patterns is pro-
duced in a way that meets
her standards of quality,
said Hayes McCarthy, vice
president of product in-
novation, brand creative
and consumer experience.

with teddy bear maker

"We're excited to be in the
mittens category."

It's not clear when the first
mittens would be available
for purchase. Those inter-
ested in getting a pair can
leave an email at the com-
pany's website.

In the past, Vermont Ted-
dy Bear has made special
bears to raise money for
Make-A-Wish Vermont, and
recently gave office space
to the organization for $1
a year, said James Hathao-
way, president and CEO of
Make-A-Wish Vermont. Hao-
thaway said the charity lost
$250,000 in revenue during
the pandemic.

"We are so grateful to Ver-
mont Teddy Bear, Jen, and
of course to Bernie for be-
ing so Bernie," Hathaway
said in a statement.(]

In this Jan. 20, 2021 file pho-
to, Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vi.,
wears mittens as he attends
President Joe Biden's inaugu-
ration ceremony at the U.S.
Capitol in Washington.

Associated Press
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Lawmakers push mental health days for kids amid pandemic

By SOPHIA EPPOLITO
Associated Press/Report for
America

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) —
When she was growing up,
Sophie Corroon struggled
to get through a ballet
class or soccer tryout with-
out having an anxiety at-
tack.

The idea of going to
sleepovers or being home
alone left her feeling pan-
icked. Corroon's anxiety
grew even more during
high school in Salt Lake
City, when the pressures of
getting into college left her
in tears at school or toiling
for hours on assignments.
Corroon, now 20, has strug-
gled with her mental health
since fourth grade, and
she's not alone. And now,
the coronavirus pandemic
has multiplied the pressures
on kids — many have spent
almost ayear doing remote
learning, isolated from their
friends and classmates. The
porfion of children's emer-
gency-room Vvisits related
fo mental health was 44%
higher in 2020, compared
with the year before.

State lawmakers are in-
creasingly seeking more
support for kids. This year,
legislation  proposed in
Utah and Arizona would
add mental or behavioral
health to the list of reasons
stfudents can be absent
from class, similar to staying
out with a physical illness.
Similar laws have passed in

Sophie Corroon, a sophomore at the University of Washington, poses for a photo on the school's
campus Monday, Jan. 25, 2021, in Seattle.

Oregon, Maine, Colorado
and Virginia in the past two
years.

Offering mental health
days can help children
and parents communicate
and prevent struggling stu-
dents from falling behind
in school or ending up in
crisis, said Debbie Plotnick,
vice president of the non-
profit ~advocacy group
Mental Health America.
Plotnick said mental health
days can be even more ef-
fective when paired with
mental health services in
schools.

"We know that this year

has been extra hard, and
we know that it's hard for
young people," Plotnick
said. "That's why it's so es-
sential that students feel
comfortable to come for-
ward and say ... 'l need to
take some actions to sup-
port my mental health."

In Arizona, Democratic Sen.
Sean Bowie has infroduced
a mental health day mea-
sure for the second time
after legislation stalled in
March as the pandemic
took hold. Republican Gov.
Doug Ducey has taken an
interest in youth suicide
and mental health, and

Associated Press

Bowie said he's confident it
will be signed into law. The
bill passed the state Senate
unanimously Thursday.
Conservative Utah passed
a law in 2018 letting kids
take time off school for a
mental illness. A new pro-
posal from Republican
Rep. Mike Winder would al-
low absences for students
to deal with other kinds of
mental pressures to further
normalize treating a men-
tal health concern like a
physical one.

“If a student has a panic
aftack today, because of
some drama going on at

home, that's not mental ill-
ness necessarily,” Winder
said. "But maybe they need
that day to catch their
breath and maintain their
mental health."

Under the Utah bill, which
passed out of committee
Friday and will move fo the
House floor, mental health
days would be treated
like any other excused ab-
sence, Winder said. A par-
ent would need to excuse
their child, and students
would still be expected to
make up their schoolwork.
In Arizona, specific mental
health day policies would
be up to each school dis-
frict, Bowie said.

Theresa Nguyen, alicensed
clinical social worker, said
she's concerned about the
potential long-term mental
and academic effects that
students may face from the
pandemic. In addition to
growing reports of anxiety
and depression, Nguyen
said, many students say
they don't feel like they're
absorbing class  mate-
rial virtually and they're not
getting enough support.
'"They feel like, 'Nobody
cares that I'm struggling,
so I'm basically being com-
municated to that | need
fo just deal with it by my-
self," said Nguyen, Men-
tal Health America's chief
program officer. "And for
a lot of youth, that means
increased self-harm and
suicide."Q]

Mcuor storm heads to Northeast after blanketing Midwest

"Rosie" runs in the snow on the National Mall in front of the U.S.
Capitol, Sunday, Jan. 31, 2021, in Washington.

By The Associated Press
After days of frigid tem-

Associated Press

peratures, the Northeast
braced for a whopper of a

storm that could dump well
over a foot of snow in many
areas, create blizzard-like
conditions and cause frav-
el problems for the next few
days.

The storm system blanketed
parts of the Midwest in the
most snow some places
had seen in several years.
Chicago got almost 7
inches of snow by Sunday
morning, leading to the
cancellation of a couple
hundred flights at the city's
two airports. In Wisconsin,
snow depths in some coun-
ties near Lake Michigan
had reached more than 15
inches, and the snow was
still falling.

"That's more snow than

we've seen in a decade/”
Chris Stumpf, meteorologist
with the National Weather
Service in Sullivan, Wiscon-
sin, fold the Milwaukee
Journal Senfinel.

Three to 5 inches of snow
arrived in central Ohio by
early Sunday, making for
some slippery roads. Wash-
ington, D.C., and parts of
Virginia had also received
some snow, with up to 3
inches in some areas. By
the afternoon, the snow
was expected to reach
Pennsylvania.

Heavy snow falling at an
inch to 3 inches an hour
was forecast for Monday in
New York, New Jersey and
Connecticut, the Nation-

al Weather Service said.
Much of the region could
see blizzard-like conditions,
with a foot fo 18 inches of
snow. Temperatures were
expected to be in the up-
per 20s to lower 30s for the
New York City mefro area.
The snow was expected to
start falling in Massachu-
setts on Monday morning,
bringing up fo a foot of
snow to impact the eve-
ning commute. The storm
will reach northern New
England later that night,
meteorologists said.

Winds strong enough to
bring down free branches
with gusts ranging from 35
tfo 50 mph were forecast for
the storm..J
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Thousands flee Hong Kong for UK, fearing China crackdown

By ZEN SOO and SYLVIA HUI
Associated Press

HONG KONG (AP) — Thou-
sands of Hong Kongers
have already made the
sometimes painful decision
foleave behind theirhome-
fown and move to Britain
since Beijing imposed a
strict national security law
on the Chinese territory last
summer. Their numbers are
expected to swell to the
hundreds of thousands.
Some are leaving because
they fear punishment for
supporting the pro-democ-
racy profests that swept
the former British colony in
2019. Others say China's
encroachment on their
way of life and civil liberties
has become unbearable,
and they want to seek a
better future for their chil-
dren abroad. Most say they
don't plan to ever go back.
The moves are expected
to accelerate now that 5
milion Hong Kongers are
eligible to apply for visas
to Britain, allowing them to
live, work and study there
and eventually apply to
become British citizens. Ap-
plications for the British Na-
tional Overseas visa official-
ly opened Sunday, though
many have already arrived
on British soil to get a head
start.

Britain's government said
some 7,000 people with
British Natfional Overseas
passports — a travel docu-

In this July 7, 2019, file photo thousands of protesters carrying the British flag march near the har-

bor of Hong Kong.

ment that Hong Kongers
could apply for before the
city was handed over to
Chinese control in 1997
— have arrived since July
on the previously allowed
six month visa. It estimates
that over 300,000 people
will take up the offer of ex-
tended residency rights in
the next five years.

"Before the announcement
of the BN(O) visa in July,
we didn't have many en-
quiries about U.K. immigra-
fion, maybe less than 10 a
month," said Andrew Lo,

founder of Anlex Immigra-
tion Consultants in Hong
Kong. "Now we receive
about 10 to 15 calls a day
asking about it."

Mike, a photojournalist,
said he plans to apply for
the visa and move to Leeds
with his wife and young
daughterin April.

His motivation to leave
Hong Kong came after
the city's political situation
deteriorated following the
anti-government  protests
and he realized that the
city's police force was not

Associated Press

politically neutral. The po-
lice have been criticized by
pro-democracy supporters
for brutality and the use of
excessive violence.

Mike said moving fo Britain
was important as he be-
lieved the education sys-
tem in Hong Kong will be
affected by the polifical
situation and it will be bet-
ter for his daughter to study
in the U.K. Mike agreed to
speck on the condition
that he only be identified
by his first name out of fear
of official retaliation.

Lo said that with the new
visa, the barrier to entry to
move to the U.K. becomes
extremely low, with no lan-
guage or education qualifi-
cation requirements. British
National Overseas passport
holders need to prove that
they have enough money
fo support themselves for
six months and prove that
they are clear of tubercu-
losis, according to the U.K.
government.

Currently, Lo assists three to
four families a week in their
move to the U.K. About 60%
of those are families with
young children, while the
remaining are young cou-
ples or young professionals.
Cindy, a Hong Kong busi-
nesswoman and the moth-
er of two young children,
arrived in London last week.
In Hong Kong she had a
comfortable lifestyle. She
owned several proper-
fies with her husband and
the business she ran was
going well. But she made
up her mind to leave it all
behind as she felt that the
city's freedoms and liber-
ties were eroding and she
wanted to ensure a good
future for her kids.

Cindy, who spoke on the
condifion she only be iden-
fified by her first name out
of concern of official re-
taliation, said it was impor-
tfant to move quickly as she
feared Beijing would soon
move to halt the exodus.(

LONDON (AP) — Police in
southeast England said
Sunday that they have
made a further nine arrests
at a former army barracks,
which has been used to
house hundreds of asylum-
seekers and where a sus-
pected arson attack took
place.

Kent Police said in a state-
ment that 14 people have
now been arrested fol-
lowing a "disturbance" on
Friday at the site in the
coastal town of Folke-
stone, which saw windows
smashed and a building
set alight.

Five men previously arrest-
ed in connection with the
unrest remain in custody.

One of them, 31-year-old
Mohammed Ali, has been
charged "with assault by
beating, using or threaten-
ing unlawful violence and
criminal damage." He is
due to appear in court on
Monday.

Police said no serious in-
juries were reported as
a result of the aftack,
even though a "significant
amount of damage was
caused to one part of the
site following a fire, which
is believed to have been
started deliberately."

The fire broke out at the
site, where around 400
people have been stay-
ing. The barracks has been
dogged by accusations

of poor conditions, and at
least 120 residents report-
edly tested positive for CO-
VID-19 recently.

On Sunday, Britain's Home
Office, which overseas asy-
lum applications, is facing
allegations from migrant
charity Care4Calais that
residents remaining at the
barracks are living in "freez-
ing cold" conditions and
that 100 of them have CO-
VID-19 without a doctor on
site. The charity also said
there was no hot water to
wash with or fo make teaq,
and that it's "essential” that
appropriate care is provid-
ed. The Home Office said
the department is follow-
ing all guidelines and that

UK police arrest another 9 people at asylum seekers camp

—y —

A view of a burnt out accommodation block at Napier Bar-
racks in Folkestone, Kent, England following a fire at the site,
Sunday, Jan. 31, 2021.

the barracks are "safe and
secure." It also said that
power was lost o much of

the site for a time follow-
ing the fire, but it has now
been mostly restored.]

Associated Press
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13 killed in car bombs shoohng in northern Syria

BEIRUT (AP) — One Syrian
was killed on Sunday and
four injured after Kurdish
security forces opened fire
at pro-government dem-
onstrators in a northeastern
city, state media said.

The state news agency
SANA said the Kurdish forc-
es opened fire at demon-
strators protesting the siege
on their neighborhood in
Hassakeh city. The area
is known as the security
square and is controlled by
government forces.
Separately, two car bombs
went off two hours apart
in the northwestern town
of Azaz and another vil-
lage some 50 kilometers (30
miles) away. The explosions
in the areas controlled by
Syrian  opposition  fight-
ers allied with Turkey killed
six civilians, including one
child in Azaz, and six fight-
ers at a checkpoint in a
village near the town of al-
Bab, first responders known
as Syrian Civil Defense and
opposition media reported.
Turkey and allied Syrian
fighters conftrol large parts
of northern Syria, and are
at odds with government
forces and Kurdish-led forc-

In this photo released by the Syrian official news agency SANA, pro-government demonstrators
protest the siege on their neighborhood by Kurdish security forces, in Hassakeh, Syria, Sunday,

Jan. 31, 2021.

es, who are considered ter-
rorists by Ankara. The oppo-
sition-controlled areas are
scene of recurrent attacks
that are rarely claimed
by any one side. The Syr-
ian Civil Defense said it re-
sponded to 11 explosions
in northwestern Syria since
the start of January, before
Sunday, where at least 11
people were killed.

A video of the rally in the
northeastern city of Has-
sakeh showed dozens of
men gathering in a street
on a rainy day as fire rang
out over their heads. The
men began chanting: "With
our souls, our blood we sac-
rifice for you Bashar," in ref-
erence to the Syrian Presi-
dent Bashar Assad.

A Kurdish-run news agency,

Associated Press

Hawar, said security forces
at a checkpoint in the
city had come under fire,
prompting its members to
respond to the source of
fire. The clashes led to the
death of a government se-
curity member, the agency
said.

The different accounts
could not be immediately
reconciled or indepen-

dently verified in the city
where both security forces
have presence.

The Kurds, Syria's largest eth-
nic minority, have carved
out a semi-autonomous en-
clave in Syria's north since
the start of the civil war in
2011. In the area, they run
their own affairs and con-
frol most of the country's oil
resources.

In both Hassakeh and Qa-
mishli cities, they share con-
frol with government forc-
es— which have presence
in security zones, near the
airport and in some neigh-
borhoods. Both cities have
a sizeable Kurdish populo-
fion.

Tension occasionally erupts
between the two sides, but
the Kurdish forces have
more presence and con-
tfrol there. In recent weeks,
Kurdish forces have im-
posed a siege on govern-
ment neighborhoods in
Hassakeh and to a lesser
degree in Qamishli.

In Hassakeh, the Kurdish
forces prevented flour from
entering the government-
controlled areas, forcing
bakeries to shut down in
the last week.

Afghan negotiating team warns Taliban it must resume talks

—_—

A

In this Sept. 12, 2020 photo, a Taliban delegation arrive to attend
the opening session of the peace talks between the Afghan
government and the Taliban in Doha, Qatar.

By TAMEEM AKHGAR
Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP)
— A member of the Af-
ghan government's peace
negofiating feam Sunday
warned the Taliban that if
they don't resume peace
talks in Qatar soon, the
government could recall

Associated Press

the team before a deal is
reached.

Government negotiator
Rasul Talib said in a news
conference the team is
waiting for the return of the
Taliban leadership to Doha,
where a second round of
peace talks began this
month but have made little

progress.

He asked the Taliban to
"stop spreading baseless
remarks" and return to the
negotiating table, adding
"The Taliban does not have
the guts for peace, they
are spreading nonsense
around."

There was no immediate
response from the Taliban.
Talib's comments came as
the Taliban leadership has
recently been in Iran and
Russia for discussions on
the negotiations, and as
President Joe Biden's new
administration has said it
plans to review the peace
agreement signed last Feb-
ruary between the U.S. and
the Taliban.

The Pentagon said last
week that the Taliban's re-
fusal fo meet commitments
fo reduce violence in Af-
ghanistan is raising ques-
fions about whether all U.S.
froops will be able to leave
by May as required under

the peace deal.

Following discussions in
Moscow on Friday, the
head of the Taliban del-
egation, Sher Mohammed
Abbas Stanikzai, said the
group expects the US. to
fulfill its pledge to withdraw
all of its troops from Af-
ghanistan by May.

The U.S. Pentagon an-
nounced in mid-January
that the U.S. military has
met its goal of reducing
the number of froops in Af-
ghanistan to about 2,500.
Stanikzai has also  de-
manded the resignation
of Afghan President Ashraf
Ghani, calling his admin-
istration an obstacle to
peace, and a spike in vio-
lence has decreased opti-
mism among Afghans the
peace process will work.
Meanwhile, the Afghan
peace negofiating team
praised President Biden's
administration for its deci-
sion to review the U.S.-Tal-

iban peace deal, saying
the deal favors the Taliban.
Talib asked the new U.S.
administrafion to withdraw
its forces in a way that will
prevent a security vacuum
in the country and prevent
the possibility of more mili-
tant attacks in Afghanistan
and against the U.S. and
other countries.

The Taliban on Sunday mis-
takenly fired two mortars
in northern Faryab prov-
ince kiling two civilians
and wounding 14 others,
said the provincial police
spokesman, Karim Yuresh.
He said Afghan security
checkpoints were targeted
but the shells missed the
checkpoints and hit the ci-
vilians.

Taliban spokesman Zabi-
hullah Mujahid denied the
group fired mortars toward
civiians and accused Af-
ghan forces of firing the
mortars and causing the
casualties..l
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Wrangle over valuable qrt uncovered in Cyprlot ghost town

By MENELAOS HADJICOSTIS
Associated Press

NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) —
The abstract figures of na-
ked women gyrating to
the rhythms of a five-piece
band had shocked many
people almost 60 vyears
ago as they eyed the art-
work for the first time on the
walls of a popular restau-
rant-nightclub in Cyprus.
The valuable and very rare
concrete relief by Christo-
foros Savva, Cyprus' most
avant-garde artist of the
1960s, had lain hidden
for decades in the under-
ground recesses of the Per-
roquet nightclub in aban-
doned Varosha — an in-
accessible ghost fown that
had been under Turkish
military control since a 1974
war ethnically cleaved the
island nation.

But with Varosha's contro-
versial partial opening last
November, the artwork has
again come to light follow-
ing a report by local news-
paper Politis. Now, the man
who says he commissioned
the art from Savva is asking
authorities for help to have
it removed and transport-
ed to the country's national

In this Tuesday Oct. 20, 2020 shows a priceless and very rare concrete relief by Cyprus' most
avant-garde artist of the 1960s, Christoforos Savva, appears on the wall of the defunct Perroquet
nighiclub in the abandoned ghost-town of Varosha in the breakaway, Turkish Cypriot north of

ethnically divided Cyprus.

gallery for all to see.
FormerPerroquetowner Av-
gerinos Nikitas, 93, a Greek
Cypriot, has appealed to
a committee composed
of both Greek and Turkish
Cypriots that's tasked with
protecting Cyprus' cultural
freasures on both sides of
the divide to help remove
the 13 sections.

"In return, | pledge to cede
these pieces to the Na-
fional Collection as a small
confribution to Christofo-
ros Savva's huge body of
work," Nikitas said in a let-
ter obtained by The Asso-
ciated Press, addressed fo
the committee as well as
Cyprus' education ministry.
But the whole venture

Associated Press

could be derailed as the
Greek Cypriot family that
owns the Esperia Tower
hotel that hosted the Per-
roquet club insist that the
artwork legally belongs to
them. They say they won't
allow their "private prop-
erty" to be removed and
fransferred and are warn-
ing of legal action.

Speaking on behalf of his
family, Panayiotis Constan-
tinou fold the AP that their
lawyer has advised them
that the hotel, the club and
everything inside it belongs
fo the family, regardless of
the Savva artwork's cultural
value.

"We respect and value
culture, but this is private
property about which we
haven't been asked any-
thing about removing it,
and on top of that, some-
one else lays claim fo it,"
Constantinou said.

Art historians credit Savva
as one of the most influen-
fial artists of the time who
brought the counftry's in-
ward-looking, traditionalist
art world info modernity in
the years immediately after
Cyprus gained indepen-
dence from British colonial
rule in 1960.

A painter and sculptor,
Savva shiffed away from
the established, represen-
tational art styles by en-
compassing influences like
cubism, which he picked
up during his stays in Lon-
don and Paris through the
1950s, info his voluminous
artwork. He died in 1968.1

Mexico confirms at least 2 Guatemalan

MEXICO CITY (AP) — Pros-
ecutors in northern Mexico
confirmed Saturday that at
least two of the 19 people
found shot to death and
burned near the U.S. bor-
der were Guatemalan mi-
grants. Two other victims
among the four identified
so far were Mexicans, they
said.

The forensic results con-
firmed the fears of familiesin
a rural Indigenous farming
community in Guatemala
who have said they lost
contact with 13 migrants
last week as they fravelled
toward the United States.
The bodies were found
Jan. 22 piled in a burned-
out fruck on a dirt road in
the northern border state of
Tamaulipas. The truck had
113 bullet impacts.

A burned-out SUV found
nearby had previously
been seen in the neighbor-
ing state of Nuevo Leon, at
a spot where 66 migrants
were caught by police and

immigration agents.

The Tamaulipas state pros-
ecutors' office did not re-
lease the names of the four
victims identified so far.

Of the 19 bodies examined
by experts, 16 were found
fo be males, one was
confirmed as female and
two others were so badly
burned their gender had
not yet been determined.
The killings revived memo-
ries of the 2010 massacre of
72 migrants near the town
of San Fernando in the
same gang-ridden state.
A repeat of the 2010 mas-
sacre has long been one of
the Mexican government's
worst nightmares.

In 2019, President Andrés
Manuel Lépez Obrador
said, "We do noft want a
repeat of horrendous, re-
grettable acts like San Fer-
nando."

Relatives of migrants from
Guatemala's province of
San Marcos are so con-
vinced that 13 of the 19

charred corpses were their
loved ones that some of
the families already erect-
ed fraditional altars to the
dead, with flowers and
photographs.

Some of the relafives in
Guatemala told of receiv-
ing calls from the migrant
smuggler who took the
group of 10 males and
three female north, telling
them their family members
were dead. Relatives said
they lost contact with the
ground around Jan. 21.

It is unclear why the 19
people were slain. There
have been instances in
which drug cartels charge
migrant smugglers for cross-
ing their territory, and kid-
nap or kill migrants whose
smugglers have not paid.
Camargo, the area where
the bodies were found,
has long been the scene
of turf battles between ri-
val drug gangs as a major
smuggling transit point for
drugs and migrants. Orga-

mlgrcmts among 19 dead
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Natalia Tomas keeps vigil next to an altar adorned with photos
of her son Ivan Gudiel, in her home in Comitancillo, Guatemala,

Wednesday, Jan. 27, 2021.

nized crime groups covet
control of stretches of the
border because they make
money off everything that
crosses the border.

The town is near the edge
of territory historically con-
frolled by factions of the
Gulf cartel and in recent
years a remnant of the
Zetas known as the North-
east cartel has tried to take

Associated Press

over.
In August 2010, Zetas car-
tel members stopped two
tractor-trailers carrying
dozens of mostly Central
American migrants and
took them to a ranch in
San Fernando. After the mi-
grants refused to work for
the cartel, they were blind-
folded, tied up on the floor
and shot dead.d
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ORANJESTAD - Exploring the underwater won-
ders is something you should definitely do dur-
ing your stay in Aruba. The underwater world
has everything to offer that makes a snorkel
trip so exceptional; an impressive, colorful sea
life with exotic fishes, turtles and beautiful cor-
al reef. The historic shipwrecks, located on the
Aruban seabed are also worth a visit. Aruba is
known for its white beaches and blue oceans,
which means there are many fascinating under
water spots, where you can take your snorkel-
ing gear and we selected the top spots for you.

L B i ;

Tres Trapi

Tres Trapi means free steps in Papiamento, Pa-
piamento is together with Dutch the official lan-
guage spoken on Aruba. The beach is called
Tres Trapi because it is accessible by the tree
steps carved into the rocks. Tres Trapi is a small
rocky beach, located on the north-western
side of the island, approximately 5 to 10 minute
drive from Palm Beach. From the unique steps
you can easily walk over the beach into the
clear and turquoise blue ocean. While snorkel-
ing you will encounter all kind of tropical fishes
and sea stars. The kind of starfish you will find in
the Aruban waters is the red cushion sea star.
This is a starfish that is commonly found in the

asal

shallow waters of the Caribbean sea and if you
are lucky during your snorkeling visit to Tres Tra-
pi, you may come across one of the green sea
turtles. Respect the animal, keep your distance
and enjoy the view. Also remember; it is a once
in a life fime experience.

Antilla shipwreck

Antilla is a 400-foot-long long ship, built in 1939
in Hamburg, Germany. Antilla came to Arubag,
because it had to find a neutral port. When
Germany invaded the Netherlands on May 10,
1940, the crew decided to let their own ship
sink, fo prevent it from falling into the hands
of the Dutch Navy. Antilla lies on its portside in
Malmok bay, and the sunken word war two ship
is now one of Aruba’s most popular snorkeling
and dive spots. However, the ship wreck can
only be reached by boat. The ship is visible from
the surface and during your snorkeling trip you
be surrounded by hundreds of fropical fishes,
but the ship wreck alone is already impressive
enough.

Baby Beach

Baby beach; a white beach, with a crystal blue
ocean. The beach is located on the southern
part of the island. On the way to the famous
beach, you will drive through the old capital of
Aruba, San Nicolas. The old Aruban culture can
be still felt and experienced here, so do not hes-
itate to get out of your car and walk around for
a while. Baby beach is a child friendly beach,
since it is shallow and the water has a pleas-
ant temperature. The name therefore fits well
with the beach. Baby beach is an excellent
beach for snorkeling, especially if you want to
go with small children, because the water re-
mains shallow and there are still many under-
water wonders to see. In the ocean there is an

Aruba’s underwater wonderland
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area marked until where it is recommended to
snorkel and on the beach you will find different
facilities. It is a perfect beach to spend your day
snorkeling and relaxing.

Mangel Halto

Mangel Halto beach is located in Savaneta, on
the southern-west part of the island. The beach
is different from the other beaches in Aruba; it is
beach full of mangroves. You reach the beach
by a bridge through the mangroves and then
you will have several entrances to the sea.
There are diverse spots where you can enjoy a
perfect beach day, wooden stairs made to en-
ter the water and a dock to sit on and enjoy the
view. Mangel Halto is also worth a visit for the
snorkeling experience. Inside the bay, the water
is clear and you find many colorful fish. Outside
the bay is a bit more challenging for beginners
because of the wind and the waves, but the
coral is alive and it is just like snorkel heaven.[
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Air Service Update Latin America:
Airlift remains in place from Colombia and Panama

Frequencies have been adjusted

ORANJESTAD — As an-
nounced earlier by the
Government of Aruba, the
border closure with Brazil
has gone into effect since
January 25, 2021, due to
Brazil being a COVID-19
high risk area. As a result,
airlines operating into Aru-
ba from other Latin Ameri-
can countries have been
affected and have seen the
demand decrease. AUA
Airport would like to clarify
and inform that nonetheless
airlift remains in place from
Colombia and Panama.

Certain carriers from the

Latin America region have
decided to temporarily sus-
pend certain frequenciesin
the months of February and
March 2021. Copa, current-
ly operating three flights a
week out of Panama City,
Panama will operate two
flight per week as of Febru-
ary 2021. Flights will then be
on Mondays and on Satur-
days. Avianca operating
out of Bogota, Colombia
will contfinue to operate 3
weekly flights during Feb-
ruary 2021 on Wednesday,
Friday and Saturday. In
March 2021, Avianca will
decrease their frequency

and will operate on Fridays r
and Saturdays. Wingo con-

firmed their commitment

today that they will contin-

ue to operate two weekly

flights for the entire year =
2021 but has yet to confirm
if they will consider less fre-
quencies for a temporary
period, or not.

The closure of the border
with Brazil, as expected, has
influenced the frequencies

i —

of the Latin American carri-
ers as these flights also car-
ry passengers from the Bra-
zilion market through their
gateways in Colombia and

Aruba Tourism Authority is
monitoring this closely and
will be activating, wherever
possible, efforts to strength-

Panama on to Aruba. The en the Latin America mar-

ket. Aruba continues to be
open for all markets except
for Brazil, Venezuela and
Peru at this time.(4

- Takiing o Anuba: Enisode 1
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Tej's World

ORANJESTAD — Aruba Today got a mes-
sage from Tey Naik. He is a filmmaker from
Maryland and has been to Aruba twice.
Tej has travelled all over the world and did
see to film a four episode series in Novem-
ber when he was here for nine days.

His videos highlight Palm Beach, Arikok
National Park/Pool, Baby Beach, Renais-
sance Island (flamingo/iguana beach)
and many ofher places while he was here
with his friends. Have a look af the videos,

they highlight Aruba in an amazing way.
The links for YouTube are as follows:

Episode 1: hitps://youtu.be/ASWVFgDazp4
Episode 2: https://youtu.be/ZKn-fLFN_Cw

Episode 3: https://youtu.be/RbEmMgYAk-
PCY

Episode 4: https://youtu.be/TD40Z2PBghY
a

Aruba to me

ORANJESTAD — You are back and we
would like to porirait you! By inviting
you to send us your favorite vacation
picture while enjoying our Happy Is-
land.

Complete the sentence: Aruba to me is
....... Send your picture with that text (in-
cluding your name and where you are
from) to: news@arubatoday.com and
we will publish your vacation memory.
Isn't that a special way to keep your
best moments alive¢ Please do note:
By submitting photos, text or any other
materials, you give permission to The
Aruba Today Newspaper, Caribbean
Speed Printers and any of its affiliated
companies to use said materials, as
well as names, likeness, etc. for promo-

tional purposes without compensation.
Last but not least: check out our web-
site, Instagram and Facebook pagel
Thank you for supporting our free news-
paper, we strive to make you a happy
reader every day again.

For today we received some amazing
pictures from Erica Dellogono. She says:

“Aruba to us is the place we got
married in 2021 surrounded by our
closest family and friends after hav-
ing fo postpone our wedding from
2020. We got toring in the New Year
in hopes that 2021 would bring more
positivity and love into our lives. Aru-
ba is a place we will go back and
visit for years to come.” ]
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Aruba to me

ORANJESTAD — You are
back and we would like to
portrait you! By inviting you
to send us your favorite va-
cation picture while enjoy-
ing our Happy Island.

Complete the sentence:
Aruba tfo me is ....... Send
your picture with that text
(including your name and
where you are from) to:
news@arubatoday.com

and we will publish your
vacation memory. Isn't
that a special way to keep
AI'U bq 1'0 me your best moments alive?
Please do note: By submit-
ORANJESTAD — “My name is Tony Racioppo and I'm ting photos, text or any oth-
from Manhasset, NY! Aruba to me is a second home. er materials, you give per-
We came to Aruba for the first time in 1975 when there mission to The Aruba Today
were only three major hotels! | remember driving Newspaper,  Caribbean
past the Holiday Inn and the paved road ended and Speed Prinfers and any of
| thought where am 1? All of a sudden we saw chick- its affiliated companies fo
ens, goats and even a few donkeys! Oh my! use said materials, as well
as names, likeness, etc. for
We returned in 1981 and have been coming promotional purposes with-
ever since. This is our 40th year in row! Over the out compensation.
years we have met, and become friends with Last but not least: check
many local residents. In my opinion, the Aruban out our website, Instagram
people, are some of the nicest people I've ever and  Facebook  page!
met! There is nothing phony about them! What Thank you for supporting
you see, the caring and thoughtfulness, is what our free newspaper, we
you get. They have always made us feel so wel- strive to make you a happy
comed. We hope and pray that this wonderful reader every day again.
island continues to prosper!" Have a look at this great
message and  images

It has been quite a journey over the past half century. We
honeymooned in Aruba in lanuary of 1970- when there was just one
large hotel on the island. We have watched it grow over the past 50

years and had hoped to be there with our children and grandchildren to
celebrate our 50th wedding anniversary in August. Because of Covid-
kumtubmlnmihcbordm:hndmdmmwmm
March- just hours taking the picture with the license plate at
Barefoot Restaurant.

The Sagamore- on Lake became the special place for us to
celebrate together- without leaving New York State.

The pandemic has changed many things, but it has not changed the
enduring friends who have received our photo greetings for 50 years.
Marznzibﬂumw!gnfwallnlu: . We looking forward to returning
One Happy Island!

. WQ%MW

shared with us by Mary and Don Alhart from Pittsford:

“I enclose a copy of this year’s Holiday Greetfing
Card which describes our love affair with Aruba—for
more than a half century. As you can see- we honey-
mooned there in 1970. You carried an article in the
paper when we celebrated our 40th Wedding Anni-
versary in Aruba. (March, 2010) We plan to return
March 5-20- at the Marriott Surf Club and finish the cel-
ebration that was interrupted last March.”1
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How to make good on your resolution to pqy off debt in 2021

By JACKIE VELING of Nerd-
Wallet

If you have high-interest
consumer debt, getting
control of your money in
the new year might sound
overwhelming.

Most  Americans say the
COVID-19 outbreak has
caused financial  stress,
according to a survey re-
leased in October by the
Natfional Endowment for
Financial Education, with
30% listing debt as their top
stressor.

Despite the pandemic,
you can still pay down your
debt with the right plan.
Here's how.

CONFRONT YOUR DEBT

The first step is simple, but
it can be the hardest: You
have to face the problem.
Angela Moore, a Miami-
based certified financial
planner and founder of
Modern Money Adbvisor,
which offers virtual advising
and education for consum-
ers, says it's common for
her clients to know they're
in debt but not know how
much.

She recommends compil-
ing your debt onfo one
document or spreadsheet,
listing all balances, mini-
mum payments and inter-
est rates.

Though the task is daunt-
ing, most of her clients feel
relief once it's finished.
"Debt is an emotional bur-
den," she says, "but a lot of
fimes that overwhelm goes

In this July 18, 2012, file photo, a pedesirian passes credit card logos posted on a downtown

storefront in Atlanta.

away once you have clar-
ity."

COMMUNICATE WITH YOUR
LENDERS

After listing your debft, it's
fime to get on the phone
with your creditors.

Ask for a temporarily low-
ered interest rate, reduced
monthly payment or
waived late fees. Make
sure to explain how the
pandemic has influenced
your finances.

Most creditors will be willing
to work with you, says Dan
Herron, a California-based
CFP at Elemental Wealth

Advisors. "It doesn't hurt to
say, 'I'm still frying to do the
right thing, I'm sfill frying to
make payments. Where
can we meet in the mid-
dlee™ he says. Any break
you get, take that money
and apply it to your debt.

If you need help negotiat-
ing, contact a credit coun-
selor at a reputable non-
profit organization, like the
National Foundation for
Credit Counseling. Coun-
selors have relationships
with creditors and can ne-
gotiate on your behalf. Ser-
vices are typically free for

Associated Press

those experiencing finan-
cial difficulties due to CO-
VID-19.
CONSIDER
ING

If you have multiple types
of debtf, such as loans,
credit cards and medical
bills, you may want to take
out an unsecured personal
loan to consolidate it info
one monthly payment.

A consolidation loan is a
good idea only if you can
qualify for a lower interest
rate than those on your
current debfs. Some lend-
ers have fightened ftheir

CONSOLIDAT-

approval standards in the
pandemic, but borrow-
ers with good to excellent
credit (690 FICO or higher)
should have a good shot.
Look for a lender that spe-
cializes in debt consolida-
fion and offers perks like di-
rect payments to creditors
or rate discounts for auto-
mated payments.

If you have credit card
debt, you could apply for
a balance transfer card.
Though these cards typi-
cally charge a 3% to 5%
fee, they offer an introduc-
tory 0% interest period, so
all payments go toward
your principal, which helps
you pay off debt faster.
You'll likely need good
credit fo qualify.

Charles Ho, a Californio-
based CFP and founder of
Legacy Builders Financial,
urges caution for some
consumers. Though con-
solidation tools can save
money, they also free up
your credit cards for more
spending.

"It might make mathemati-
cal sense to consolidate
your loans, but the math is
meaningless if we don't ac-
count for our behavior and
end up almost doubling our
debt," he says.

PICK A STRATEGY AND
STICKTO IT

If you choose not to con-
solidate, there are ftwo
common methods for ap-
proaching debt payoff: the
snowball or avalanche. [

By ANNE D'INNOCENZIO
NEW YORK (AP) — Toys R Us
is refrenching once again.
The only two Toys R Us stores
that opened in November
2019 as part of a small U.S.
comeback attempt by the
iconic toy chain have now
closed.

The Toys R Us store at the
Galleria mall in Houston
shuttered on Jan. 15, while
one at the Garden State
Plaza in Paramus, New Jer-
sey, closed on Tuesday,
according Tru Kids, a new
entity formed when it ac-
quired Toys R Us' intellec-
fual property during its lig-
vidation in 2018.

The moves come as physi-
cal stores, particularly maill-

based locations, have
been hurt by weak cus-
tomer traffic amid the pan-
demic.

The Toys R Us website s still
in operation.

"As a result of COVID, we
made the strategic deci-
sion to pivot our store strat-
egy to new locations and
platforms that have better
traffic,” Tru Kids said in an
emailed statement Friday.
"Consumer demand in the
toy category and for Toys
R Us remains strong and
we will confinue to invest
in the channels where the
customer wants to experi-
ence our brand."

The two shuttered locations
were about 6,500 square

feet — about one-seventh
of the size of the old Toys
R U stores and emphasized
hands-on experiences.
Employees unwrapped
toys, for instance, so that
kids could try them out.

During a visit to the New
Jersey store in late 2019,
kids shot Nerf blasters and
sat in a circle for story time
while Geoffrey, the chain's
mascot, roamed around.
Such experiences are now
shunned at a time when
shoppers have to abide by
social-distancing rules.

Tru Kids says that outside of
the U.S., it operates Toys R
Us, and Babies R Us brand-
ed stores and e-commerce
sites through licensing part-

Toys R Us refrenches again, shutters its last 2 US stores

O il

In this Dec. 9, 2019, file photo a girl hugs the Toys R Us mascot,
Geoffrey, at the new store at a mall in Paramus, N.J.
Associated Press

ners in more than 25 coun-

and the Middle East.

Bloomberg News first re-
fries in Asia, Europe, Africa ported the news of the
store closures.]
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Fight The Man: What GameS’rop s surge says about online mobs

AP Technology Writers

It's a fable for our fimes:
Small-time investors band
together to take down
greedy Wall Street hedge
funds using the stock of a
froubled video-game store.
But the revolt of online
stock-traders suggests
much more. The internet is
shifting society's balance
of power in unanticipated
ways. And the same tools
that empower the little guy
— allowing people to orgo-
nize quickly and seemingly
out of nowhere, froll power-
ful institutions and unleash
chaos — can also give rise
to extremist mobs waging
harassment campaigns or
the Jan. 6 riot at the Capi-
fol.

In the world of pseudony-
mous internet message
boards, pranks-gone-wild
and logic furned upside
down amid a global pan-
demic, revolts come in all
shapes, sizes and aims.
Last week they gave us the
Great GameStop Stock Up-
rising. Who knows what this
week will bring.

One thing for sure: we'll be
seeing more of it. More and
more of us have learned to
game the system, whether
for a noble cause or, as
they say, "for the lulz." If a

Pedestrians pass a GameStop store on 14th Street at Union Square, Thursday, Jan. 28, 2021, in the
Manhattan borough of New York.

meme of Bernie Sanders
in mittens can distract us
amid a presidential inau-
guration and a Reddit mes-
sage board can send Wall
Street big shots running in
panic, perhaps some good
can come out of this, foo.
Righte

"The internet can democ-
rafize access, upsetting
power dynamics between
the people and traditional
institutions," tweeted Tiffany

C. Li, a law professor and
tech attorney focusing on
privacy and fechnology
platform governance.

With GameStop, she add-
ed in an interview Friday,
the goal was to upset the
interests of a few large
hedge funds.

"But in other places the
goal can be more ne-
farious. Online spaces are
being used to radicalize
people toward extremism,

Associated Press

to plan hate crimes and at-
tacks," she said. "The inter-
net isn't really the villain or
the hero."

Jason Wilkinson had dab-
bled in stocks but took a
deeper dive intfo the Red-
dit forum WallStreetBets af-
ter losing his job at a tech
company in the pandemic.
The 30-year-old New York
City resident started tfrad-
ing between other part-
time jobs doing motorcycle

delivery and sharpening
knives, and started buying
shares in GameStop back
in November.

"I went from a $9,000 posi-
tion up to about $30,000 as
of last night. Today | lost 10
grand," he said Thursday. "l
didn't sell. 'm going to hold.
It's been an emotional
week, let's say that."

As with many crowd move-
ments, it was hard to trace
where it all started, though
there were at least a few
high-profile instigators.
Among them was Roaring
Kitty, a YouTube personal-
ity from a Boston suburb
who became a legendary
fixture on the Reddit forum,
expressing an early interest
in buying GameStop shares
and inspiring a growing le-
gion of followers to pore
through its financials.

The Reddit-based investors
used the chat platform Dis-
cord to fire each other up
and the trading app Rob-
inhood to buy shares with
a few clicks on their smart-
phones. They soon found
a shared enemy in hedge
fund managers who tried
to short the stock, encour-
aging each other to keep
buying GameStop and
push it ever higher —"to the
moon."

U.N. chief calls for regulating social media companies

Norwegian Borge Brende, left, President and Member of the
Managing Board of the World Economic Forum (WEF) speaks
U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres via videolink during
the Davos Forum, in Cologny near Geneva, Switzerland, Mon-
day, Jan. 25, 2021.

UNITED NATIONS (AP) —The
United Nations chief called
Thursday for global rules to
regulate powerful social
media companies like Twit-
ter and Facebook.

Secretary-General Antonio

Associated Press

Guterres said he believes
it shouldn't be a company
that has the power to de-
cide whether, for example,
then president Donald
Trump's Twitter account
should be closed, as a

questioner asked.
Rather, he said, a "mecha-
nism" should be created "in
which there is a regulatory
framework with rules that
allow for that to be done in
line with law."
"I do not think that we can
live in a world where too
much power is given fo a
reduced number of com-
panies," Guterres stressed
at a news conference.
Earlier this month, Twitter
ended Trump's nearly 12-
year run and shuttered his
account, severing an in-
stant line of communica-
tion to his 89 million follow-
ers that was a hallmark of
his presidency. Facebook
and Instagram suspended
Trump.
Twitter said Trump's tweefts
could incite violence fol-
lowing the Jan. 6 insurrec-
fion at the U.S. Capitol by
his supporters. Conserva-

tives accused the com-
panies of censorship and
violating the First Amend-
ment's right to free speech.
Guterres said he is "par-
ticularly  worried" about
the power of social media
companies.

He pointed to "the volume
of information that is being
gathered about each one
of us, the lack of confrol we
have about ... the data re-
lated to ourselves, the fact
that that data can be used
not only for commercial
purposes to sell to advertis-
ing companies ... but also
to change our behavior,
and the risks of that to be
used also from a political
point of view for the control
of citizens in countries."
Guterres said this "requires
a serious discussion" and
that is one of the objectives
of his "Roadmap for Digital
Cooperation” launched

last June.

The roadmap's aim is fo
promote "a safer, more eg-
uitable digital world."

It calls for action in eight
areas including achieving
universal connectivity to
the Internet by 2030, "pro-
moting frust and security
in the digital environment"
and "building a more effec-
tive architecture for digital
cooperation,”

"Digital technology issues
are too often low on politi-
cal agendas," it says.
Among the roadmap's pro-
visions is a call for strength-
ening the Internet Gover-
nance Forum, which bring
people from various groups
in the public and private
sector together to discuss
public policy issues related
fo the Internet, "in order to
make it more responsive
and relevant to current
digital issues."1
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Maine company
successfully launches
prototype rocket

By PATRICK WHITTLE
Associated Press
BRUNSWICK, Maine (AP) —
A Maine company that's
developing a rocket fo
propel small satellites into
space passed its first major
test on Sunday.
Brunswick-based  bluShift
Aerospace launched a 20-
foot (6-meter) prototype
rocket, hitting an altitude of
a little more than 4,000 feet
(1,219 meters) in a first run
designed tfo fest the rock-
et's propulsion and control
systems.

It carried a science project
by Falmouth High School
stfudents that will measure
flight metrics such as baro-
meftric pressure, a special
alloy that's being tested by
a New Hampshire compa-
ny — and a Dutch dessert
called stroopwafel, in an
homage to its Amsterdam-
based parent company.
Organizers of the launch
said the items were includ-
ed to demonstrate the in-
clusion of a small payload.
The company, which
launched from the north-
ern Maine town of Lime-
stone, the site of the former
Loring Air Force Base, is one
of dozens racing to find af-
fordable ways to launch
so-called nano satellites.
Some of them, called
Cube-Sats, can be as small
as 10 centimeters by 10
centimeters.

Sascha Deri, chief execu-
five officer of bluShift, said
the company is banking on
becoming a quicker, more
efficient way of fransport-
ing satellites to space.
"There's a lot of compa-
nies out there that are like
freight trains to space," Deri
said. "We are going to be

Casa del Mar 2BR/2B
Week 2/1113 (16k);
Week 5/1315 (18k);
Week 5&6/1521 (20k/WKk.);
Week 7&8/1408 (18k/WKk.);
Week 8/1113; 8/1409 (17kWKk.);
Week 9/1218 (15k);
Week 10/1207 (15k);
Week 11/1419 (13k); and,
Weeks 13-15 also available!
CDMOwner@gmail.com
U.S. (860)992-3890

212588

the Uber to space, where
we carry one, two or three
payloads profitably."
Another aspect that makes
bluShift's rocket different is
its hybrid propulsion system.
It relies on a solid fuel and
a liquid oxidizer passing ei-
ther through or around the
solid fuel; the result is a sim-
pler, more affordable sys-
tem than a liquid fuel-only
rocket, said spokesperson
Seth Lockman. The fuel is
a proprietary biofuel blend
sourced from farms, Deri
said.

"It's a very nontoxic fuel, |
like to say that | could give
it fo either one of my little
daughters. Nothing bad
would happen to them, |

This Jan. 31, 2021 image provided by bluShift Aerospace shows
The Knack Factory in Limestone, Maine, where an unmanned

rocket lifts off in a test run.

swear," he said. "So if's very
much nontoxic. It's carbon
neutral."

The goalis to create a small
rocket that could launch
a 30-kilogram (66-pound)
payload into low-Earth or-

bit, more than 100 miles
(160 kilometers) above
Earth's surface. Lockman

said orbit could be possible
by 2024.
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The company has spent
$800,000 on research and
development, with some
of the money coming from
NASA.(

HEALTH

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm
Tel. 527 4000

San Nicolas

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:

Central Tel. 585 1965
San Nicolas:

Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833

OTHER

Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539

EMERGENCY

Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
Ambulancia 911

Fire Dept. 115

Red Cross 582 2219
TAXI SERVICES

Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232

A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO
ruba Airport 524 2424
merican Airlines 582 2700
vianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

AID FOUNDATIONS

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

IAlcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Fundacion Contra Violencia
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

Centre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

IChild Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118
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Questlove uncovers 'Black Woodstock' in his hit Sundance doc

By JAKE COYLE

NEW YORK (AP) — Quest-
love responded with in-
credulous disbelief when
he was first told about the

footage.
A landmark 1969 Harlem
concert series that he

hadn't heard of2 With Ste-
vie Wondere With Nina Sim-
one? With Sly and the Fam-
ily Stone, B.B. King and the
Staples Singers?

"I was like, 'Yeah, right." |
know everything that musi-
cally happened during that
time period and I've never
heard of this in my life. 'Get
out of here," Ahmir "Quest-
love" Thompson recalled
in an interview. "Then they
came back and showed
me the footage and | was
just jaw-dropped.”

That was the beginning of
what would become "Sum-
mer of Soul (...or When the
Revolution Could Notf Be
Televised),” a concert-fim
time-capsule of a historic
but largely forgotten festi-
val. Known as "Black Wood-
stock," the festival occurred
during the same summer as
Woodstock — and just 100
miles away — but received
far less attention.

"Summer of Soul" Quest-
love's directorial debut, fi-
nally unearths a liftle-seen
landmark musical event. It
debuted Thursday night at
the Sundance Fiim Festival
where it spawned immedi-
ate acclaim and countless
at-home dance parties for
virtual festivalgoers — a
party Questlove extended

Musician and DJ Questlove attends the Planned Parenthood of New York City spring gala benefit

on May 1, 2019, in New York.

with a live-streamed after-
party DJ set.

As the Roots drummer, the
"Tonight" show bandleader,
an in-demand producer
and a self-declared "music
nerd," Questlove's ubiqui-
fous presence in music has
often bled info film projects.
But "Summer of Soul" is his
first time directing — his first
"lawn," as he labels it, using
Philadelphia slang — even
if he never sought it out.
"You're asking if this was on
my bucket-list bingo card?e"
says Questlove smiling over
Zoom.

"I was thinking in a more

seasoned director's hands,
this could change some-
one's life," he says. "l knew
| was watching something
special. But | got over my
fear. | often will go through
impostor syndrome. | real-
ized now it's my chance to
change someone's life and
tell a story that was almost
erased."

Over six Sundays in 1969,
more than 300,000 gath-
ered in Harlem's Mt. Mor-
ris Park for a celebration
of soul, gospel, funk and,
most of all of Black identity
at a pivotal point in African
American culture. The Har-

Associated Press

lem Cultural Festival — "like
a rose coming through the
concrete" one attendee
remembers — came a year
after Martin Luther King Jr.'s
assassination.  Rev. Jesse
Jackson is seen speak-
ing passionately from the
sfage: "When we're more
concerned about the
moon than men, some-
body better wake up."

The concerts were filmed
by the television veteran
Hal Tulchin, but he found
that no networks or Holly-
wood producers were in-
terested in his 40 hours of
footage. Tulchin kept trying

fo find the footage a home
until his death in 2017.
"Literally, had we let a few
months more go by, a lot
of this footage would have
been discarded in the
frash," says Questlove. "Hal
Tulchin had been trying to
sell this footage for years
and years and decades
and decades. Nobody
would fake the bait. His
wife was like: | know some
of his stuff is in the base-
ment but I'm about to clear
the basement and gef rid
of it. Who knew that you
could get Stevie Wonder
for so cheap, or Sly and the
Family Stone?2"

The material is indeed jaw-
dropping. Simone, perhaps
for the first time, performs
"To Be Young, Giffed and
Black." Sly and the Family
Stone, the only act to play
both Woodstock and Har-
lem in 1969, plays "I Want
fo Take You Higher." Hugh
Masekela does "Grazing in
the Grass." Mahalia Jack-
son and Mavis Staples sing
an astonishing gospel duet.
"The more | watched it, es-
pecially with the gospel
performances, that's just
some of the prime, docu-
mented, raw gospel per-
formances I've ever seen
in my lifetime," says Quest-
love. "l was just like: Yo, is it
that easy just to erase our
history?2 Is it that easy, in a
snap? Could it just be loste
That one scene, alone, with
Mahalia Jackson and Ma-
vis Staples, that almost was
in the trash.(4

Country Hall of Famer,

Singer Kris Kristofferson performs at the Glastonbury music festi-
val at Worthy Farm, in Somerset, England, on June 23, 2017.
Associated Press

actor Kris Kristofferson has retired

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) —
Grammy-winning  singer-
songwriter Kris Kristofferson
has announced his refire-
ment after five decades
and named a manager for
his estate.

A press release issued
Wednesday said that the
84-year-old actor and sing-
er actually retired last year
and his son, John, stepped
in to oversee his father's
business, including special
projects and his record lo-
bel KK Records. His estate
will be managed by Mor-
ris Higham Management,
which also manages clients
including Kenny Chesney,

Barbara and Louise Man-
drell and the Roger Miller
estate.

Kristofferson, an  Oxford
scholar from Texas, brought
infrospective and poetic
lyrics to country music with
songs like “Sunday Mornin’
Comin’ Down” and “Me
and Bobby McGee” and
was a member of the su-
pergroup The Highway-
men. He has starred in 70
films and earned a Golden
Globe for his performance
in “A Staris Born.”

He was inducted to the
Country Music Hall of Fame
and was awarded the
Johnny Mercer Award from

the Songwriter Hall of Fome.
He also received a lifefime
achievement award from
the Recording Academy.
As for refiring, the release
said Kristofferson will cel-
ebrate his 85th birthday this
June with several special
projects. ]

1/2[3]6/8/7[4[59
5/8/9(3/4/2[1/6]7|:
4176(9/51[23 8]
3/6/7[1]2]8[9]4]5]
8/4/1|7/9/5|6 23]
2195(436|781]
6/5/8(2[1/9[3/7/4[
7/1]4]5/6[3|8]9 2|
9/3/2|8]7/4|5/16




SPORTS

A15

MONDAY 1 FEBRUARY 2021

Leonard, Clippers pull away from Knicks for 129-115 win

By BRIAN MAHONEY

AP Basketball Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Not even
the NBA's leading defen-
sive team could slow down
the surging Los Angeles
Clippers.

Kawhi Leonard scored 28
points and the Clippers
rang up the highest point
fotal of the season against
the New York Knicks on
Sunday, winning 129-115
for their 10th victory in 11
games.

The Clippers shredded
the NBA leaders in fewest
points per game allowed
to break away after lead-
ing by one at halffime.
Even playing without two
starters, they surpassed the
102.7 points per game the
Knicks had been allowing
with their first basket of the
final quarter and kept pour-
ing it on in their third straight
victory.

"We're just a pretty good of-
fensive team," Paul George
said.

"We share the ball, we
move it, we look for the
open man, we emphasize
passing up good shofts for
great ones and | think we
do a pretfty good job of do-
ing that," he said.

Reggie Jackson added 18
points and George had 17
for the Clippers, who made
17 3-pointers and shot 54%
overall against a Knicks
team that led the league in
that category as well while
improving to 16-5.

"It's been a good ride so far
and | think we've got some-
thing special going on over
there," Clippers forward
Marcus Morris said.

Julius Randle had 27 points
and 12 rebounds for the
Knicks. Rookie Immanuel
Quickley added 25 points
and RJ Barrett added 23,
but scoring wasn't the
problem for a Knicks team
that had been limiting op-
ponents to 42.6% shooting.
"l thought offensively it
was good. Defensively it's
not what we would have
liked," Knicks coach Tom
Thibodeau said.

The game's start time was
moved up four hours by
the NBA to 1 p.m., though
neither that nor the Knicks'
good early shooting
seemed to bother the Clip-
pers. New York made eight

of its first 10 shots and led for
a good part of the first half
before the Clippers took a
66-65 edge into the break.
Los Angeles came back
from the locker room with
seven straight points and
didn't slow down the rest of
the third quarter. Leonard
and Jackson each scored
10 points in the period,
when the Clippers made
five 3-pointers and scored
35 points, taking a 101-91
lead to the fourth.

Quickley  scored eight
straight points to cut a
10-point lead to 105-103,
but the Clippers answered
with nine in a row to open
a 114-103 advantage on
Leonard's basket midway
through the period. An 8-0
run later in the fourth made
it a 15-point game.

TIP-INS

Los Angeles Clippers small forward Kawhi Leonard (2) controls
the ball against New York Knicks center Taj Gibson (67) during
the first half of an NBA basketball game Sunday, Jan. 31, 2021,

in New York.

Clippers: Nicolas Batum sat
out with a left groin injury.
Patrick Patfterson started
and scored 13 points, go-
ing 5 for 5 from the field with
three 3-pointers. ... Lou Wil-

Everyday triple points
ORCHID CASINO

Located in the Riu Antillas (formerly the Westin)
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liams' 250th career game
with at least five assists off
the bench surpassed J.J.
Barea for the most such
games in NBA history.

Knicks: The Knicks' previ-

ous high for points allowed
was 121 to Indiana in their
season opener. ... Reggie
Bullock, who missed the last
three games with a sore
neck, returned fo the start-
ing lineup and scored eight
points. ... C Nerlens Noel
was scratched shortly be-
fore the game with a sore
left groin.

GET IN THE GAME
Thibodeau supports Dennis
Smith Jr.'s request to play
for the Knicks' G League af-
filiate to get some needed
work. The former lottery
pick acquired two years
ago in the deal that sent
Kristaps Porzingis to Dallas
has appeared in just three
games this season.

"His attitude has been very
positive. He's worked hard
in practice," Thibodeau
said.

Totally sanitized table and chips.

for you and your party.

RESERVE your Private Table

Call 525 7777 ext.209
to make a reservation.

welcomes you to RESERVE YOUR OWN PRIVATE TABLE




AlS[SPORTS
MONDAY 1 FEBRUARY 2021

e = &

E SEE SUNNY DAYS IN YOUR FUTURE
Meanwhile, stay safe. See you soon!
www.costalinda-aruba.com

Brady, Mahomes prepare for 5th matchup after splitting 1st 4

By JOSH DUBOW

There was a regular-season
shootout and a playoff
masterpiece the first sea-
son that Patrick Mahomes
and Tom Brady met on a
football field.

Brady came out ahead in
those two meetings, but
Mahomes has gotften the
edge the past two fimes
they met.

Now as they are set to
meet on football's biggest
stage of the Super Bowl, it's
time to look back at those
first four games when they
shared a field.

While their teams split those
contests, Mahomes has
put up the better numbers
with his 109.2 passer rating
and 11-3 touchdown to in-
terception ratio outpacing
Brady's 86 rating with six TDs
and five interceptions.

But the matchup features
the most accomplished
quarterback ever to play
the game who is sfill thriving
at age 43 in Brady against
the young gun who is re-
wrifing record books at age
25.

"Could you imagine if Mi-
chael Jordan had gotten
his feam to the (NBA) Finals

-

In this Nov. 29, 2020, file photo, Tampa Bay Buccaneers quarterback Tom Brady (12) congratulates
Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes (15) after their NFL football game in Tampa, Fla.

when he was older against
a young LeBron James?g"
CBS game analyst Tony
Romo said. "It would be the
greatest thing in the history
of sports. ... | think we actu-
ally might have that game."
Here's a look at the past
meetings between Brady
and Mahomes:

Chiefs27,Bucs 24 atTampa,
Nov. 29, 2020: Mahomes
and Tyreek Hil jumped
all over Tampa Bay early
with TD passes of 75 and
44 yards in the first quarter.
Hill had seven catches for
203 yards in the first period,
the third-most yards in any
quarter for a player in the

Associated Press

past 40 years. Mahomes
added a 20-yard TD pass
to Hill in the third quarter to
make it a 17-point game.
Mahomes threw for 462
yards and three TDs, with
Hill leading the way with 13
catches for 269 yards.

Brady threw two TD passes
in the fourth quarter to cut

the deficit to three points
with 4:10 to play, but Ma-
homes then ran for two first
downs and converted an-
other on a third-down pass
to Hill that iced the game.
"l learned a long time ago,
you don't give Tom Brady
anothershot," Chiefs coach
Andy Reid said. "That's why
he's the G.O.A.T. So, don't
give them the ball back.
That was the mindset
there."

Chiefs 23, Paftriots 16 at
New England, Dec. 8, 2019:
Mahomes and the Chiefs
clinched the AFC West and
snapped New England's
21-game home winning
streak. Mahomes injured his
hand on the second drive
of the game yet finished
with 283 yards passing and
a TD. Brady struggled, go-
ing 19 of 36 for 169 yards,
a touchdown and inter-
cepfion. Bashaud Bree-
land sealed the win when
he knocked away Brady's
fourth-down pass attempt
to Julian Edelman in the
end zone with just over a
minute to play.

"You want to beat the best,"
Mahomes said.

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — The
Minnesota Twins finalized
an $10.5 million, one-year
contfract on Sunday with
shortstop Andrelton Sim-
mons, enhancing their in-
field defense for 2021 as
they seek a third straight
AL Central division title
and attempt to stop their
record postseason losing
streak.

Simmons agreed to the
deal earlier in the week.
The four-time Gold Glove
award winner will allow
Jorge Polanco to move
to second base and form
a strong tandem on the

left side with third base-
man  Josh  Donaldson.
The 3l-year-old Simmons
played the last five sea-
sons with the Los Angeles
Angels.

Ankle injuries have side-
lined the Curacao native
for stretches in each of the
last three years. Since 2012,
his rookie season with the
Atlanta Braves, Simmons
leads all players in base-
ball in two key defensive
mefrics: runs saved (191)
and ultimate zone rating
(113.1).

Simmons batted .297 in
30 games during the pan-

demic-shorfened season
and is a career .269 hitter
in nine years with Aflanta
and the Angels.

The Twins, who have lost
18 consecutive postsea-
son games, signed starting
pitcher J.A. Happ and re-
lief pitcher Hansel Robles
to supplement their roster.
Left fielder Eddie Rosario
and relief pitcher Trevor
May have joined other
feams. Designated hit-
ter Nelson Cruz and start-
ing pitcher Jake Odorizzi
are the Minnesota's most
prominent free agents
who remain unsigned.(d

Twins finalize $10.5M, 1-year deal with SS Andrelton Simmons

a

In this Wednesday, March 4, 2020 file photo, Los Angeles An-
gels' Andrelton Simmons throws the ball against the Seattle
Mariners during the second inning of a spring training baseball

game in Tempe, Ariz.
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